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SS. Cyril & Methodius Sanctuary Changes 

By Tom Madden 

A few parishioners have asked for the background to the changes made in the 

Sanctuary.  In a nutshell the changes are intended to bring the Sanctuary more in-

line with the liturgical norms of the Church. The explanations below should help 

clarify the whys-and-wherefores behind the changes without getting deep “into 

the weeds” on Catholic or Jewish histories.  

Under each subtitle in this article is a reference from “Built of Living Stones: 

Art, Architecture, and Worship” prepared by the United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops or the General Instructions of the Roman Missal. It is recog-

nized within those documents that “the suggestions and guidelines have been 

carefully prepared, (but) they are not exhaustive of the subject matter.” There are 

also traditions of the church that play heavily into this as you will see...  

SANCTUARY  

“The sanctuary should be appropriately marked off from the body 

of the church either by its being somewhat elevated or by a par-

ticular structure and ornamentation. It should, moreover, be large 

enough to allow the Eucharist to be easily celebrated and seen.”   

The new, raised platform is the Sanctuary. The three sections of the church 

(Nave, Sanctuary, and Tabernacle) are therefore arranged in progression with 

steps going up from one stage to the next to indicate the progressive nature  

 

IN THIS ISSUE 

 
Sanctuary Changes 

Miriam Guild 

Why Choose St Therese 

Catholic School 

Have You Considered  

Homeschooling? 

The Liturgy Of The Word 
2nd Article in  four part series 

 



 

Isn’t the Ambo the  

same as a pulpit? And 

what is a lectern??   

 

Sorting out the meaning and 

origin of these three terms, as 

defined by the Catholic 

Church, is very confusing. So I 

won’t bore you with the details, 

just the meanings as found in 

today’s church and as they ap-

ply to SSCM:  

 SSCM has an ambo; it is 

where the Mass readings and 

homily takes place. Ambo is 

the official Catholic term for 

the place where the gospel is 

read. The ambo should stand at 

the right hand of the priest as 

he faces the altar.  

A pulpit is a raised platform 

and found in many Catholic 

cathedrals or older larger 

churches. Since Vatican II the 

term pulpit has been replaced 

with ambo. 

A lectern is mobile and used 

for announcements and guest 

speakers. SSCM does not have 

a formal lectern. Announce-

ments are typically read at a 

microphone near the choir area. 

 

 

CATHOLICISM 

The Bishop Barron video se-

ries on Catholicism starts 

Thursday September 16. 

There will be a 10am morn-

ing session, which will be re-

peated at a 6:30pm evening 

session. Information can be 

found in the bulletin, in the 

Narthex, and with announce-

ments at the end of Mass.  

 

Parishioners have asked for 

an Annual Refresher on Ca-

tholicism—THIS IS IT!  

Come join us…  You are wel-

comed to attend any of the 

sessions that peak your inter-

est. 
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of our relationship to God. This progression is consistent with the design of 

Solomon’s temple as designed by God, given to David who then gave them to 

his son Solomon. Think of it this way: During Mass we are on a progressive 

journey to go further into the presence of God. Conversely, Jesus comes down 

to meet us in the form of the Eucharist.  

CRUCIFIX 

“Either on the altar or near it, there is to be a cross, with the figure 

of Christ crucified upon it, a cross clearly visible to the assembled 

people. It is desirable that such a cross should remain near the altar 

even outside of liturgical celebrations, so as to call to mind to the 

faithful the saving Passion of the Lord.”  

It was decided to mount the larger Jesus corpus to the existing cross to visu-

ally make more of an impact than the previous smaller crucifix provided.  Ad-

ditional changes are planned for the crucifix. 

TABERNACLE 

“Careful planning is needed so that the placement chosen (for the 

tabernacle) does not draw the attention of the faithful away from 

the Eucharistic celebration and its components.  In addition, the 

placement must allow for a focus on the tabernacle for those peri-

ods of quiet prayer outside the celebration of the Eucharist.”  

There is no written church requirement that I could locate instructing that the 

tabernacle have steps leading to it but tradition holds that as a desirable fea-

ture, it again harkens back to God’s temple design built by Solomon.  

AMBO 

“The central focus of the area in which the word of God is pro-

claimed during the liturgy is the ambo. The design of the ambo and 

its prominent placement reflects the dignity and nobility of the sav-

ing word and draws the attention of those present to the proclama-

tion of the word.  Here the Christian community encounters the 

living Lord in the Word of God and prepares itself for the 

"breaking of the bread" and the mission to live the word that will 

be proclaimed.” 

Deacon Jeff noted “The priest acting in persona Christi is the lay-

out focus. Everything is at the right hand of God.  The ambo is 

right of the altar from the priest’s right hand when facing the 

pews. Likewise the Deacon is usually on the right side as well, ex-

cept when turning pages.”  

As a side note, during the Latin Mass (Pre-Vatican II) the Epistles were read 

by the priest on the right side of the altar and the Gospel was read on the left 

side (this was done for an entirely different reason than explained above). One 

Missal book was in use and a server would transfer the book from the right to 

the left side. The ceremonial movement was to signify that the Gospel had 

been offered to the Jews, who rejected it, and then it was offered to the Gen-

tiles, who accepted it. That part of the Latin Mass is in place today when the 

Book of Gospels is transferred from the Altar to the Ambo by the Deacon or 
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CONCLUSION 

Certainly the former layout of our Sanctuary has served the parish well for 

many years. It is hoped that the new, more liturgically accurate layout is appre-

ciated and now better understood with the explanations provided.  

If you have questions or want other topics covered in these newsletters, contact 

anyone on the Parish Council (or send a note to the Parish office and they will 

forward it). 

**************************************************************** 

Miriam’s Guild . 

By Jan Kuhtic 

SS. Cyril & Methodius has a newly-formed women’s group which meets on 

the third Wednesday of each month. While still working on its purpose and 

goals, its members have chosen a name: Miriam’s Guild.  

Miriam, the sister of Moses and Aaron in the Old Testament, had several at-

tributes with which our women can identify. 

 She was a liaison between Pharaoh’s daughter and the mother of Moses’, 

linking the women of Egypt and Israel in the act of saving her brother 

Moses. She waited bravely, guarding the baby in the river, offering her 

own mother to care for baby Moses. 

 After the Israelites crossed the Red Sea, she took up a tambourine and led 

singing and dancing to praise the Lord for their deliverance. 

 She is identified as a prophet, a messenger for God. 

 When she sinned by speaking against Moses, she became leprous for a 

week, but then was healed. The Israelites would not move on without their 

beloved Miriam. 

 The prophet Micah names Miriam as one of the great desert leaders, part of 

God’s gift to the people in the great exodus. 

 

So, these attributes we admire are: liaison between women, caring for babies, 

rescuing children, praising God with music, instruments and dancing, messen-

ger for God, sinner, sick and healed, beloved, and part of God’s gift to his 

people. 

 

New members are welcome – just show up at 7:00pm on the third Wednesday 

of each month, in the church hall. (Note: October start time will be 6:00pm 

due to a cook-out.) 

 

Thanks, Deb May and Liz Chlebana for your leadership for Miriam’s Guild. 

 

“Women In The Old Testament” by Irene Nowell was used  in support of this 

article. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WHY CHOOSE ST. THERESE CATHOLIC SCHOOL? 

Sheryl A. O'Connor, Principal  

St Therese Catholic School, 430 S Main St, Wayland, Mi 49348 

This is an exciting time to be a part of St. Therese Catholic School! Rapidly 

growing, we have welcomed 10 new families and 17 new students to our school 

family this year! 

Our mission is what inspires our day to day life at St. Therese Catholic School. 

All students have opportunities to build skills and relationships in our virtue-

based classrooms. Focusing on  the virtues of our faith provides lifelong assets 

academically, personally, socially and spiritually. 

Our teaching team is working with an international teaching and learning con-

sultant in order to offer a high quality, thoroughly Catholic education to all of 

our students. Understanding how we learn on a physical level provides teachers 

with solid research for creating a classroom environment geared toward learning 

as a community. It also makes us appreciate how wonderfully and uniquely each 

of our students is created by God. We have adopted a family-centered home-

work program that will allow students and their families more quality time dur-

ing busy schedules while continuing learning outside the classroom in alterna-

tive, collaborative, engaging, whole body tasks and activities. 

To contact us or learn more about our school, visit our website at 

www.sttcatholicschool.org. 

 

St. Therese Catholic School will strive to provide a quality education to every 

child every day in a safe Christian environment that is rich in Catholic heritage 

and traditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Do not be afraid of loving the 

Blessed Virgin too much. You 

can never love her enough.  

And Jesus will be very happy, 

because the Blessed Virgin is 

his Mother.” 

           St. Therese of Lisieux 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CATHOLICISM 

Did we mention that Bishop 

Barron’s video series on Ca-

tholicism starts Thursday 

September 16? Information 

can be found in the bulletin, 

in the Narthex, and with an-

nouncements at the end of 

Mass.  You are welcomed to 

attend any of the sessions that 

peak your interest. 

 



Have You Considered Homeschooling? 
By Annette Vandervort 

 

Have you ever considered homeschooling your children? Even before the pan-

demic last year sent millions of students home when their schools were closed, 

homeschooling has transitioned in recent decades from a fringe movement to an 

accepted alternative to public or private instruction.  

My family is one example. We have 3 daughters that have been taught exclu-

sively at home from elementary to high school. The oldest one recently gradu-

ated with a Master’s degree in Speech Language Pathology, and another will be 

a senior at Iowa State University. The youngest graduated from high school last 

year and is currently a rising sophomore at Central Michigan University. Our 

initial motivation for home schooling was concern for academics. Many years 

ago I read an article about the many distractions in a large classroom that take 

away from the amount of instruction that the teacher is able to provide, and I 

thought that I could do much better than that at home. I am still sold on the aca-

demic rigor that is possible in the home environment, but I came to learn that 

there are so many other advantages to be gained when a family is committed to 

this approach. 

It was important to me to include subjects besides the 3Rs. Fine arts consisted of 

painting, sewing, and seemingly every imaginable form of crafts. P.E. could in-

clude spontaneous hiking and kayaking but also organized karate, cross-country 

running, and skating lessons.  

We studied Latin together for a few years before transitioning to Spanish. Music 

was well covered with all the girls studying piano and at least one additional 

instrument, including flute, violin, guitar, and hammer dulcimer. By including 

these subjects that were more fun, there was a lot of music and laughter in our 

home. We were able to spend extra time on topics that particularly appealed to 

us and find the materials that were best matched to the various learning styles. 

Prior to our recent move to Michigan, we had participated every year in co-ops 

that allowed parents with special skills to share them with other families. 

For my family, each school year also included a course in religion. Surprisingly, 

the most significant benefit our entire family experienced was growth in our 

Catholic faith. When religion is treated the same as all the other subjects, with 

time dedicated on the schedule and study materials provided just like for math 

and English, there is ample time to go beyond basic instruction. We used study 

materials from Seton Press (there are many suitable alternatives readily avail-

able) for each core class, with supplementary stories of the saints, devotionals, 

and works from ancient and modern apologists. Our family fell in love with the 

annual Holy Family Fests provided by Catholic Family Land in Ohio, leading 

us to consecrate our family to the Holy Family, in the spirit of St. Louis de 

Montfort, St. Maximilian Kolbe, and Pope Saint John Paul II. All of these to-

gether helped our entire family come to appreciate the beauty and depth of our 

Catholic heritage.  

The state of Michigan is one of the least restrictive states in terms of regulations 

for homeschooling, and there is abundant information available at your finger-

tips.  Michigan Homeschool Connections provides a useful summary of the le-

gal requirements and helpful links at “Is Homeschooling In Michigan Legal? | 

Homeschool Connections Michigan (mihomeschoolconnections.com).”   

 

 
 

 

 

 

Annette Vandervort 
A newer member of the parish 

with her husband, Bruce, and 

three daughters.  Annette also 

serves on the Parish Council, is 

involved in Scripture Studies 

and currently is helping to plan 

the Fall-2021 Town Hall Meet-

ing. 

https://mihomeschoolconnections.com/homeschooling-in-michigan-legal/
https://mihomeschoolconnections.com/homeschooling-in-michigan-legal/
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I recently joined the Facebook group West Michigan Homeschoolers to find out 

about local programs, and there are plenty of sites supporting Catholic 

homeschooling in particular, such as Catholic Homeschooling - Homeschooling 

In Michigan. Any of these can help you answer questions, discover what others 

are doing, and even find a local community to provide support and encourage-

ment.  

The recent letter from Bishop Bradley was disturbing to me when he shared the 

troubling statistic that 70% of Catholics do not believe in the true presence of 

the Holy Eucharist. If there is anything that I have passed on to my children, it 

is the true meaning of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. They may forget how to 

integrate a cosine function or how to diagram this sentence, but I am assured 

that they understand that Christ is present - Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity – in 

the tabernacle of every Catholic Church. By taking this homeschooling journey 

with our children, we the parents have learned alongside them and now better 

appreciate the truths of our faith. I ask you to prayerfully consider whether 

homeschooling is something that is right for your family. I cannot tell you that it 

will be easy, but I believe that you will find it worth the effort many times over. 

 

**************************************************************** 

The Liturgy of the Word 

By Lisa Heflin  

 

This article is the second in a series of four articles covering the Mass. These arti-

cles draw extensively from the The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.  

You can visit the website at https://www.usccb.org 

 

In our first article we explained what happens at the beginning of Mass up 

through the Penitential Rite which prepares us for the Liturgy of the Word, the 

second part of the Mass.   

When you share a meal with friends, it typically starts with conversation. We 

gather to talk, listening as the stories unfold and then sit together to share food. 

The same happens at Mass with the Liturgy of the Word fulfilling the conversa-

tional part while the Liturgy of the Eucharist provides the meal.   

In the Liturgy of the Word, we gather to listen to God’s word and the stories of 

the events of God’s people. The priest or layperson (Lector) will read the story 

of God’s word at the AMBO; the table from which the Lector proclaims the 

Word.   

In the first reading the lector reads a passage from Old Testament of the Bible 

(except during the Easter season).   In this first reading we remember the roots 

of our faith; these stories connect us into the meaning of Jesus’ mission in the 

Gospel. 

“In the Liturgy of the Word, the Church feeds the people of God 

from the table of his Word (Ambo). The Scriptures are the word of 

God, written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. In the Scrip-

tures, God speaks to us, leading us along the path to salva-

tion.”  (USCCB, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 

“Liturgy of the Word”) 

 

 
 

CATHOLICISM 

Don’t forget, Bishop Bar-

ron’s video series on Catholi-

cism starts Thursday Septem-

ber 16. Information can be 

found in the bulletin, in the 

Narthex, and with announce-

ments at the end of Mass. 

You are welcomed to attend 

any of the sessions that peak 

your interest. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lisa Heflin 
Lisa is a long time parishioner.  

She has been Involved in many 

ministries over the years and  

continues that involvement to 

this day; we would run out of 

room if we listed them all!  She 

has a heart for service and gra-

ciously accepted the challenge 

of writing these articles on the 

Mass. 

 
 

 

 

Patti as she proclaims “The 

Word Of The Lord” and we 

respond “Thanks Be To God”. 

https://www.homeschoolinginmichigan.com/beyond-basics/real-life/catholic
https://www.homeschoolinginmichigan.com/beyond-basics/real-life/catholic


 

 

 

Books on the Mass 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“A Biblical Walk Through the 

Mass,” Edward Sri offers a 

more detailed description of the 

biblical texts used in the liturgy. 

 

 

 

“What Happens at Mass,” Fr. 

Jeremy Driscoll, O.S.B.,  Ex-

plores the ways in which we 

proclaim the Resurrection of 

Jesus Christ by means of our 

words and ritual actions.  

 

The Liturgy of the Word, con’t 

After the first reading the Cantor will sing or recite a Psalm. The reason for this 

responsorial Psalm is two-fold; first, as the cantor sings the Psalm, the congre-

gation literally responds by singing it back in an act of worship. Secondly, it is 

intended as a response to the first reading and helps the faithful to more deeply 

meditate on the theme of the liturgy. The entire gamut of human emotions are 

reflected in the Psalms, and instead of mere recitation of words, they should be 

read as prayers that allow us to enter into the mystery of God and his great love 

for us.  

After the Cantor leaves the Ambo the lector returns and further proclaims the 

Word of God with the second reading. The second reading comes from any 

book of the New Testament, other than the Gospels. While the second reading 

can be understood independently of the other two readings, it often enriches the 

lessons to be found in the first reading.  

After the second reading the Lector/layperson will step away from the Ambo 

and we now will stand, reverently, in preparation to hear the Gospel. We stand 

out of respect and reverence because we know Christ is present in the Word, He 

is The Word, and He speaks to us through the Gospels.  

“This is the high point of the Liturgy of the Word because the Gos-

pels tell of the life, ministry, and preaching of Christ, it receives 

several special signs of honor and reverence.”  (USCCB) 

Prior to the Gospel reading, we sing The Gospel Acclamation “The Alleluia” in 

which we sing praise to our Lord and Savior and prepare our hearts to listen to 

the Word of God. During Lent we do not sing the Alleluia as these are too joy-

ful for the events of Lent. 

The Priest or Deacon then ceremoniously carries the Book of Gospels from the 

Altar to the Ambo and begins to proclaim the Gospel message by marking a 

cross on his forehead, lips and over his heart saying quietly (“Lord be on my 

mind, on my lips and in my heart”).  At this point we are doing the same. This 

affirmation confirms that we want our Lord and Savior to be always close to us-

--on our minds, our lips and in our hearts. 

The Gospel is then read. In should be recognized by all that the Gospel is an in-

troduction of the “good news” of Jesus Christ; his words and works which are 

told in the New Testament books of the Bible. The Gospel reading concludes 

when the priest says, “The Gospel of the Lord.” We believe that Christ speaks to 

us in the word when we say; “Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.” We then sit to 

listen to the presider’s Homily. 

The homily is much more than a sermon that tells us how we should live or 

what we believe. The homily should be inspiring us to proclaim Jesus Christ in 

our lives and to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. After the Homily has been 

given, the Priest or Deacon steps away from the Ambo and is seated to give us 

time to prayerfully contemplate what was spoken.  
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We stand once more as we recite the Nicene Creed which is a summation of our 

faith wrapped-up and tied with a bow!  Reciting the creed at a central point in 

the Mass serves as a functional guide, succinctly displaying the basic teachings 

of Catholicism. Simply put, the creed is what we believe and is considered to be 

a faithful summary of the Apostles’ teachings. It is organized in sections that 

present teachings on the Trinity — Father, Son and Holy Spirit — and the es-

sential four marks of the Church — one, holy, Catholic, and apostolic.   

The creed is relevant today as a rule and definition of faith. Having a deeper ap-

preciation for the teaching and significance of the creed can help Catholics to 

live their faith more fully and completely today, and in the future.  

The Liturgy of the Word comes to an end with the Intercessions which is our 

plea to become who God is calling each of us to be; who he created us to be. We 

need to remember that we are the Body of Christ through our Baptism and as we 

approach the table for the Eucharist we are reminded that we are called to be 

Christlike. We need to be there for each other: helping each other, being at 

peace and praying for each other. We also pray and support the homeless, hun-

gry, sick, and pray for our parish, our priests, our Church, our nation and yes, 

even our world and all the prayers we hold in our hearts.   

Typically a deacon will announce the petitions, and we are given an opportunity 

to pray for the intentions in our heart, making the common response aloud, 

“Lord, hear our prayer.”  

After the readings we move from the “table” of the Ambo, to the table of the 

Altar. As at a meal in the home of a friend, we 1) set the table, 2) say grace and 

3) share the food (we eat and drink). At Mass these ritual actions are called 1) 

the Preparation of the Gifts, 2) the Eucharistic Prayer, 3) the Communion Rite.  

All of this is the 3rd part of the Mass, the Liturgy of the Eucharist, which will be 

covered in the next article in this series.  


